East Midlands AGM Report 2011
I would like to thank the current committee members for their effort and support in helping to run the Region’s affairs over the past year. I would like to thank all those in the Region who volunteer to give up their valuable time to help support our clubs and fencers in the East Midlands Region.

In particular I would like to say a big thank you to Bal who is stepping down as head Coach to the Cadet Squad. Bal has worked very hard during his time with the Squad to ensure the continued success of the Cadet Squad having taken over from Jim Amberton at a very sad time. We wish Bal every success in the new challenges he takes on and thank Chris Forbes for wanting to step in and take over.

Could I also thank the parents of the Cadet Squad members for giving up their time to ensure the smooth running of the sessions on a Friday. A special thank you also goes to Chris Forbes, John Holt and the other coaches who provide outstanding coaching to our young fencers. 

We have had some excellent results from our young fencers this year particularly in the BYC, EYC and Leon Paul Junior Series. I am sure that there are other successes that our clubs can be proud of. This of course would not have been possible without the excellent coaching that goes on in our clubs.

I would like to say a special thank you to all of those of us who have rallied round (sometimes at the very last moment) to ensure that our competitions have run. It has been a challenging year and I am sure that it is the intention and desire of everyone that this is not repeated in the forthcoming season. 

The new committee will face new challenges over the next coming year as the Regions will see some potentially exciting changes. Fencers and clubs will have greater freedom to choose which Region they want to affiliate to or associate with. There is the potential for funding from England Fencing to be available to Regions for Regional Development provided that we meet the requirements set out by England Fencing in the Region’s Articles. 
The new committee will need to make a Development Plan and adopt a new constitution along with certain other details by October 2011 in order to qualify for a certain level of funding. 

England Fencing believe that Regions are an essential driving force if fencing is to grow and develop in England. However, this will be for the new committee to deal with and develop. 
Finally I would like to say a special thank you to those committed volunteers such as Andrew Goodier and Simon Ellis who continue to give a lot of their time to fencing in the Region. I wish the new committee every success. 
